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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Sunday 5th December 2021; Advent 2C 

Service Transcript 

Ed. 06.12.21 

Introduction: Session Clerk 

 
Introduction and Prayer 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, and 

know the presence of God among us. 
Pause 

 

We come to you as we journey through Advent, 

we come to you who guides us into the way of peace. 

We prepare to welcome, once again, the Christ child.  Amen. 

 

Advent Candle: 
Today we light the 2 Advent candles ... 

Candles are lit .... 

Let us pray: 

God of our way, 

we light the second Advent candle in the strength of hope, 

celebrating the glimpses of glory in our midst, and preparing for the glories to come; 
following that strange voice crying in the wilderness,  

and acknowledging our own voice crying in our hearts.  

Meet us in Bethlehem that we may worship you individually, 

as a community, as a church, and as the world your Son came to save.   Amen. 

 

Let us sing Hy 284 v. 1 and 2: Hope is a candle … 
 

Call to Worship: 

The eternal God calls us here, 

from different places and by different routes, 

with different needs and different hopes; 

at different stages on our journey of life and faith. 

We rejoice that we come at God’s invitation, and in his strength, 
and that, in him, we find our place and our calling. 

Let us worship God: 

 

1st Hymn 474 Hail to the Lord’s anointed 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Living God, 

You are always to be blessed. 

At the dawn of a new day, you are to be blessed. 

When your people gather for worship; 

when we open our eyes and see the wonder of your world, 
you are to be blessed. 

 

When we open our hearts to the wonder of your love for us; 

when, on the journey through Advent, we hear again the promise of Christ among us, 

and we are aware again of the coming of our Lord, Emmanuel, your precious gift to us, 
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then surely, with heart and voice, with amazement and gratitude, you are to be blessed. 

 

So we come, 

in wonder, and in gratitude, and with blessings on our lips, 

yet also, with heavy hearts, 

with faltering voices and inadequate gratitude;  
some of us perhaps discouraged by failures; 

some oppressed by regrets and shortcomings, 

some perhaps uncertain of their faith. 

We need to hear again your promise to our forefathers; 

to remember again your covenant with us. 

We need to hold on to your faithfulness, 
shown to the people of God through the ages, 

so that you will free us from all that weighs us down; 

hear our worship, call us righteous again; 

and accept us, and hold us close, once more. 

 

Loving God, we give thanks for all your gifts to us: 

for forgiveness and freedom; release and redemption; 
and salvation and security; for hope and holiness; 

for discovery and direction for all of our days. 

 

We come in the faith that, in the tender compassion of our God, 

a new dawn shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

All our prayers we bring in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings:  Anne is going to read for us today: 
1st Reading: 

Malachi 3: 1-4 (NRSVA): The Coming Messenger 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple.  The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 

and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years 

 
2nd Reading: 

Luke 3:1-6 (NRSVA) 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
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Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

    and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

 

2nd Hymn: 334 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry … 

 

Message:  

 

The Hebrew word Malachi means ‘My Messenger’.  Malachi was God’s Messenger, a prophet 
sent to those Jews returning from 70 years captivity in Babylon, and to all Israel in general, 

but in today’s reading, God is also speaking to all of humankind. 

God directed the Jews to begin restoring Jerusalem and building the second temple.  At first 

they kept themselves separate from the pagan worship of the country, but gradually slipped 

into idolatry, and they began to lose sight of God’s purposes for them. 

Malachi states, “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  And 
the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the 

covenant.” 

 

Malachi was sent to assure his people that, although God still loved them, he demanded 

honour, respect and faithfulness, and he would grant an eternal place in his Kingdom to those 

who had been faithful, obedient people.  Malachi’s predictions are taken as referring to the 
coming of both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ.  John the Baptist would come as Christ’s 

herald, to prepare the way before Christ, by calling people to repentance.  Christ, like a 

Refiner, would purify and reform his church by his gospel, and regenerate and cleanse souls 

by his Spirit. 

 

Luke sees the appearance of John the Baptist as so important that he dates it accurately, in 

six different ways.  John’s job is to prepare the people to receive Jesus: to remind them that 
they have to meet God’s standards, not try to make God fit into their standards. 

John is the messenger, not the message.  God’s message to his people is Jesus Christ, the 

Word of God made flesh who came to live among us. 

 

In John’s time, a king visiting a part of his kingdom sent a courtier ahead of him to tell the 

people to prepare the roads.  Luke sees John as that ‘courtier’ of the King.  His job is to make 
the people get ready.  This preparation is not really about roads or mountain paths or rough 

tracks, not about making travelling easier.  It’s about the preparation of their hearts and their 

lives for the arrival of the King of kings.  John’s job had to do with the heart, not the feet, 

with the soul and not with the body; with attitude and faith, and not with busy-ness and 

doing stuff! 

 
Today is the second Sunday in Advent: a time of preparation, of getting ready.  Are you 

getting ready? 

 

Christmas is coming: we all know that, but maybe for all the wrong reasons –advertisements 

on TV and the media for food, drink, sweets and gifts.  Promises of Boxing Day and New Year 
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sales; holiday brochures arriving through the post – and all the rest.  We are always being 

directed to the next big thing that is to happen, but that must not distract us from what is 

happening now.  Especially during Advent, we, in the Christian Church, need to take time off, 

to turn aside from worldly things and pressures, and take time to reflect on the deeper things 

of life: to take a fresh look at what we believe, and how we relate to other people.  Are there 

any disagreements or resentments or grudges that need to be ironed out?  Are we all working 
together for the good of our families, our church community, and our outreach to the wider 

world? 

 

Quoting Isaiah, Luke tells us: 

All flesh – all of humanity – shall see the salvation of God, salvation that comes to us as a 

gift, not through our own efforts.   
During Advent we take time to prepare, to pray, to be properly ready for the amazing, 

cataclysmic event of the Incarnation.  We follow the Advent journey, and it calls us to get 

ready for this amazing truth.  As we travel towards Christmas, what do we need to do to be 

properly ready? 

 

We need to remind ourselves that Christ’s coming is about the things of the heart, and not 

just about ‘doing stuff’.  Yet there is so much to do in the run-up to Christmas, isn’t there?  
Tree; lights; Christmas Cards – more of them every year – it seems they come in, and have 

to be sent, earlier.  Presents to buy and wrap and send, food to prepare.  The things we 

associate with Christmas: decorating the church; arranging extra services and other events, 

and all before we begin to think what Christmas is really about. 

A busy time, busier too if we find time to reach out to those who find no joy in this “festive 

season”. 
This poem by Tom Gordon sums it up: 

So much to get ready; so much to prepare; 

So much to set up and to plan; 

So much to provide for; so much to work out; 

So much to arrange when I can. 

So much to fit in when there’s too little time; 
So much that’s expected again; 

So much to accomplish; so much to create; 

So much to uphold and maintain. 

 

So much to be done as it’s been done before; 

So much that’s the same as last year; 

So much of tradition; so much that’s the ‘norm’; 
So much – though it feels insincere. 

So much – so I’ll need to take time-out to think; 

So much – yes, I’ll try to un-wind; 

So much – how important the message to know; 

So much – when there’s meaning to find. 

 
So much – when there’s purpose I’ve still to recall; 

So much – with more wonder to see; 

So much - of the mystery, insight and love; 

So much – and all given to me! 

 

Some 2000 years ago, in the person of Jesus, God came in human form, to a stable in 
Bethlehem.  Not to get us started on lists of things to do, or on traditions that we have to 

keep up; not to load us with a list of impossible targets, but to offer us fullness of life. 

God came to show how supreme love could change our lives.  The Incarnation is about the 

things of faith, about heart and mind, and not about things we have to achieve. 

The Incarnation is about who we are, and what we are, and how we are, not what we do. 
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So much – when there’s purpose I’ve still to recall; 

So much – with more wonder to see; 

So much - of the mystery, insight and love; 

So much – and all given to me! 

 

We need to set aside space and time to think about all this, quietly and carefully, otherwise 
we risk missing the real meaning altogether.  That’s what Advent is about. 

Don’t be so busy that you don’t have time to pray, to follow your daily devotions, maybe use 

an Advent prayer or study guide.  Don’t be too busy to be still and silent: to be ‘ready in the 

heart’. 

 

We need time to look beyond the shops, the getting and spending, the commercialisation of 
Christmas, and to see the wonder, the light, and the life that is to come.  We have to be 

ready to see, to know, to experience how amazing this Christmas - all this Incarnation stuff - 

really is: the Advent gift, the God-given gift of life in all its redemptive fullness. 

 

Or else?  We miss it!  Intent on our mobile phones, our iPads, our TV; trapped in our own 

little spaces and our crowded journeys; carried along without looking around us; consumed 

by our troubles, our self-centredness, our weariness.  This Advent Season, let us take time to 
think, time to be amazed at the wonder of it all. 

 

The wonder of it all?  That the Word, the Wisdom of God, existing before time began, became 

flesh and lived among us. 

 

The sadness of this Advent Season is when we make Christmas too small and too normal; 
when we limit it, trap it, wrap it up in the familiar things that we can know and understand.  

The truth is that Advent points us to a Christmas which is mind-boggling, world-changing, 

cataclysmic, explosive, unimaginable.  Don’t make it too familiar, too ordinary, too small.  Let 

yourself be amazed - blown away – changed - transformed.  Share the Good News. 

Then we will know how wonderful this season actually is. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

3 Hymn 543 Longing for light 

 

Choir 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

For the blessings of this and all our days, 
we thank you, gracious God. 

Accept, we pray, not just this money but also our lives, freely offered in gratitude for all you 

have done for us. 

Use them, and use us, in this place and wherever you might take us.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession: 

Merciful God, 
who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 

and prepare the way for our salvation: 

give us grace to heed their warnings and to forsake our sins, 

that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
Loving God, 

You gave us life, and hope, and compassion, but we chose our own way; 

You gave us your truth, but we chose not to heed it. 

Now, as we hear again the message of the prophets, 

that you will love us and call us to repentance; 



 

 

6 

 

that you will not abandon us, but will prepare a way for us, 

to know Your Glory in the coming of Your Son, 

we offer our lives in response to your love; 

we seek to follow your call to love one another 

and to find the way you have offered, 

that leads us to hope and truth and new life in Christ. 
 

We pray now for Your Church, here and in the world, 

that we may be true to your call to be people of The Way; 

that we may journey ever closer to Christ 

and maintain the path to fullness of life for all people. 

 
We pray for the nation we love and for the community we serve, 

thanking you for those who guide us in righteousness and truth, 

and praying for those who distract us from your way 

into the wilderness of error and despair. 

 

We pray for the world around us, 

where there is so much suffering and sorrow of every kind, 
that those who have lost the Way may be guided to the Light of Your Redemption; 

and those whose lives are broken may find healing for body, mind and spirit. 

 

We pray for all who are in need today: 

Those who are ill, or lonely, sad or worried; 

those who find the path of life hard to walk 
and need to lean upon us; 

those who fall by the wayside 

and need us to wait for them; 

for those who fear what may be round the corner, 

and need our reassuring companionship; 

for those who are close to death, 
and need to be drawn to the Light of Your Glory. 

 

Especially we bring to you those we carry in our hearts and minds today. 

 

Pause 

 

We give thanks for the Communion of Saints, 
for the prophets and messengers, 

all the people who have prepared the way for us, 

that we may follow in their footsteps with courage and confidence, 

and journey ever onwards, 

to the glory and wonder and joy that awaits us. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ or All-age Talk 

Meditation of a Listener to John the Baptist: 

The words were familiar – the prophet Isaiah’s, I think – 

speaking of the one to come, a highway for our God, 

but what did they actually mean? 
Was there to be a new road through the wilderness, 

some project of the Romans, perhaps, which, by a strange twist of fate, 

would allow the Messiah to march into Jerusalem and drive them out? 

It was a pleasant thought, but somehow it didn’t ring true, 

for there had been no construction work that I knew of, 
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yet John clearly believed that the day of the Lord 

was not just approaching, but already here, the kingdom dawning among us. 

I was puzzled, mystified, 

until he pointed me to Jesus, and the, slowly, all became clear; 

for I saw the weak restored, the broken healed, 

the lost found, the dead raised, 
and gradually all that talk of valleys being filled in, hills brought low, 

the crooked made straight and the rough becoming smooth 

began to make sense. 

It was happening all around me, 

God treading the path into the wilderness of human hearts: 

empty souls made full, obstacles overcome, 
lives transformed for ever. 

In the coming of Christ, 

new beginnings were possible, 

not just for the few or in the here and now, 

but for all flesh, in every place and time: 

you, me and everyone. 

God had come among us, 
sweeping aside whatever blocked his way. 

The desert had started to bloom. 

Prayer: 

Thank you, Lord, for what you have done, what you are doing, and what you yet shall do. 

  Thank you that you not only came to our world but are with us now, constantly at work 

through your spirit to bless, strengthen, guide and call.  Continue to perform in my heart the 
miracle of grace, so that I may know and love you better, my life testifying to your saving 

and transforming love.  Amen.  (Nick Fawcett) 

 

Let us conclude our worship in  

Hymn: 290 The race that long in darkness pined 

 
Closing Words and Benediction:  

Be a voice for good in the world; 

prepare your words carefully and speak kindly to all; 

prepare your hearts faithfully and be open to all. 

Stay safe in the Way of Christ, 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you, and remain with you, 

now and always.  Amen 

 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  
now and always. Amen. 

 


